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Whole School Curriculum Overview  

At St James’ we are passionate about delivering a curriculum that is not only broad and balanced but that also prepares children for a future in modern Britain.  We pride 

ourselves in empowering our pupils to be global citizens with an appreciation of cultures, values and lifestyles that may be different to their own as well as enabling them 

to understand the impact that they can have both in their local community and the wider world.  We believe that opening doors to a range of opportunities and 

experiences will ultimately provide our children with skills and knowledge they need to be successful, aspirational adults. 

St James’ Core Christian Values: Respect, Responsibility, Community, Friendship, Forgiveness and Courage 

 Explore Discover Create 
Year 
Group 

Autumn Term 
Theme and Concepts 

Spring Term 
Theme and Concepts 

Summer Term 
Theme and Concepts 

Rec All About Me (Inc. celebrations) 
Outcome: to settle into school and make 
new friends 
Product: a class display celebrating our new 
friends, our similarities and our differences 
Concepts: FRIENDSHIP, Respect, Courage, 
Change 
Texts: ‘Topsy and Tim Start School’ and a 
range of both fiction and non-fiction books 
about friendships and celebrations. 
Noticing skin colour – Embracing our 
difference Twinkl e-book and resources 
Let’s talk about race by Julius Lester 
The Day you Begin – Jacqueline Woodson 

People Who Help US 
Outcome: to understand that there are many jobs 
that people do to help our community to function 
Product: a class assembly to the parents where the 
children will explain what they have learned 
Concepts: COMMUNITY, Responsibility 
Texts: ‘Charlie the Fire-fighter’ – Twinkl e-book, ‘The 
Jolly Postman’ by Janet & Allen Ahlberg, ‘Bob the 
Builder’ and ‘Topsy and Tim’ books and a range of 
children’s non-fiction. 
Ensure a range of diverse people are represented 
throughout this unit. 

Once Upon a Time… 
Outcome: to enjoy and 
retell a range of traditional 
tales, developing story 
language 
Product: individual story 
telling (to small groups) 
OR writing their own 
version of a story 
Concepts: Perseverance 
and Confidence 
Texts: a range of 
traditional tales and fairy 
tales depending on 
interest. 

Mini-beasts 
Outcome: to value all living 
things, learn to care for the 
environment and understand 
a basic life cycle 
Product: produce a poster to 
explain a life cycle 
Concepts: RESPECT (for the 
environment / all living 
things), Change 
Texts: ‘The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar’ and ‘The Bad 
Tempered Ladybird’ by Eric 
Carle, non-fiction mini-beast 
books. 

Seasonal Change (observed throughout the year with specific weeks planned for each season) 
Outcome: to understand seasonal changes in the UK 
Product: a collection of seasonal tree pictures created throughout the year 
Concepts: Change 

1 Local Superheroes – What makes a 
Superhero? (Superheroes around us) 
Concepts: Courage, responsibility and 
community. 
Ensure a range of diverse people are 
represented throughout this unit. 
Look Up – Nathan Bryan (book about 
aspirations) 

Introduction to history – my family history (toys, 
transport, homes) – 2 week mini topic 
 
Castles and Dragons – Did you have to be rich and 
powerful to live in a castle? Concepts: wealth, power 
and peace. 

African Art – Is everyone an artist? Concepts: Creativity, 
identity and tradition. 
 
Handa’s Surprise by Eileen Browne 

2 All at Sea 
Geography focus – Continents and 
Oceans/Geography of the UK/Island 
Comparison (Struay and Caribbean) 
DT – Sandwich making and lunchbox design 
English – Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch, Katie 
Morag, Pirates 
Concepts – Perseverance, respect 

People and Events that have changed Britain 
History focus – Great Fire of London and Florence 
Nightingale/Mary Seacole. The Great Balloon Race. 
English  
Concepts – Change, courage 

The Magic of Nature 
Art – The work of Andy Goldsworthy 
Music – Flight – animals, objects, flying machines 
Drama – enchanted woodland settings 
Fits alongside Science work to do with plants/habitats/the 
Environment 
Concepts – Respect/Care/Beauty 
Sulwe – Lupita Nyong’o 

3 Topic: Volcanoes/ Italy 
 
Key Question:  
Why do people live near Volcanoes?  
 
Concepts: Faith, Trust, Courage and Choice 
 

Topic: Anglo-Saxon and Vikings 
Key Question:  
Is it fair to invade other places/ countries? 
 
Concepts: Peace, Freewill, Power and Strength. 
 
Introductory lessons about British history of invasion 
(colonisation).  Making links throughout the unit. 

Topic: Iron Man and Recycled Objects (Arts) 
 
Key Questions: 
Can we do more to save the world?  
 
Concepts: Sustainability, Responsibility, differences and 
Friendship 
Book TBC 

4 Topic: Native Americans/Rainforests 
(North/South America) 
Concepts: beauty, sacrifice, justice, 
adversity, free will 
Key question: Can bad decisions be justified 
when it is for the good of many people? 
Class text: Running Wild – Michael 
Morpurgo 

Topic: Ancient Greece  
 
Concepts: justice, influence, democracy and strength 
Key question: How has Ancient Greece influenced 
Britain today? 
Class text: A selection of Myths 
Include African Art from this period (SLS topic box is 
a good source for this) 

Topic: Expression and Identity (Roald Dahl) 
 
Concepts: beauty, passion, well-being and identity  
Key question: How do humans express their feelings? 
Class text: Butterfly lion, Matilda, Esio Trot – Michael 
Morpurgo, Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes 
Books that explore emotion 

5 Chocolate (Fair Trade)  
Class Text: Charlie and the Chocolate 
factory and Looking Up by Abena Eyeson 
Concepts: 
Justice 
Diversity  
Oompa-Lumpas – move from their 
homeland, was this right? 

Ancient Egyptians 
Class text: TBC 
Concepts: 
Power 
Influence 
Belief 

Space 
Class Text: Pie Corbett Alien Landing (sci-fi) 
Concepts: 
Awe  
Beauty 
Dreams 
Creativity 
Mae Jemison – first Black woman in Space 

6 Explorers and Discovery 
CLASS TEXT – Holes, Shakespeare 
Creativity 
Change 
Choice 
Ensure a diverse range of explorers are 
covered in this unit. 

WW2 
CLASS TEXT - Goodnight Mr Tom 
Empathy 
Equality 
Prejudice 
BAME soldiers 

A Magical Ending 
CLASS TEXT - Harry Potter, Children of Blood and Bone by 
Tomi Adeyemi 
Harry Potter Book Night 
Transformation 
Resilience 
Failure 
 

Black History Week: 19th -23rd October 2020 

Anti-Racism PSHE Unit – Spring 2 

Red = MUST be covered as part of our diverse curriculum, which particularly includes a greater range of black authors, artists and significant figures 

throughout history. 

 


