
AUTUMN 1 2020 

Teachers and LSA’S. 

• Mrs Fowlie-Burn will be teaching on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.  

• Mrs Ward will be teaching every other Wednesday afternoon, Thursday and 

Friday.  

• Mrs Short and Miss Macdonald are our class LSA’s. Mrs Pond will be covering 

the class for PPA every Wednesday afternoon.  

New Class Name: 

All classes at St James have a new class name. We had to choose someone who was an 

inspirational person for children and adults alike. Year 3 choose “Roald Dahl”. The 

reasons we choose him was because of his long-standing role in children’s literature and 

his inspiration for other writers. Throughout the year we will be learning more about 

him and studying his work.  

PE: 

Our PE day is: Tuesday. Children need to come to school dressed in their PE Kits. They 

can wear their school jumper over top of their tops. The children need to make sure 

that they have the following: 

• Red top 

• Black shorts or jogging bottoms 

• Trainers/ Plimsoles. 

The children must make sure that their earrings are out for PE lessons. We advise that 

these are taken out at home to avoid any loss of items. Long hair must also be tided up 

for PE days please.  

General reminders: 
Please make sure that all the children’s jumpers, cardigans and coats are named.  

In KS2 snack is not provided so the children need to bring their own 

fruit/vegetable for snack time.  

  
 



The children need to be in school for 8:55 as this is when their learning will 

begin.  

 

Meetings: 
As the children come down to the class on their own in KS2 if there is a 

message that we need to know we ask that you let the office know and they can 

pass it on to us or alternatively you can write us a note and send it in with your 

child to give to us.  
If there is matter that you would like to discuss with us, then this can be arranged by 

the office. We are here to listen to you and want to help in anyway we can.  

Reading Books: 

 

 

 

 

Reading is extremely important and in particular the children need to work on being 

able to read a text fluently. It has been proven that the way to help with children’s 

fluency is to get them to read a text over and over again.  

The children have all been sent home with a book and their reading records. Due to 

Covid the way we are reading is slightly different.  

Therefore, reading books will be sent home on a Monday and are expected to be bought 

back into school on Friday (where they will be left for 48 hours). Then a new book will 

be given on the following Monday. This means that the children will have the same book 

for the week. This will help them with their fluency. Please do not send books in any 

other day other than Friday’s please.  

On Friday when the children return their reading books they must also bring in their 

reading record.  

Readathon:  

In Year 3 we do something called “Readathon”. This is to encourage the children to 

read. The children will bring in their reading books and reading record on Friday and on 

Monday Mrs Fowlie-Burns will check how many times over the week the children have 

read. When the children have read 10 times, they will receive a prize from the Mrs 

Fowlie-Burns special prize box. The more times they read the more likely they are to 

receive a prize. To receive these the child ’s reading record must be signed by an adult 

and handed in on a FRIDAY ONLY! 



Homework: 

The children will be sent home: 

• Spellings (Statutory Word List for Year 3) 

• Times Tables (Depends on which one they are working on) 

• Reading (A levelled reading book will be sent home on a Monday). 

It is very important that they learn these to help improve their Writing and Maths. 

Each week the children will have a times table to learn or practise again, this needs to 

be that they can recall these fluently and not always in order. We ask that you 

complete this work with your child as it will help further their learning and development 

in school.  

Our Topic 

VOLCANOES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term our topic is all about volcanoes. We will start out our topic learning about 

Europe and the countries that are part of Europe. We will then focus on Sicily. We will 

learn about what it is like to live there, how it is different to Harlow and the food that 

is eaten there. We will also look at how to prepare food hygienically and then design and 

create our own bruschetta. Once we have learnt about Sicily, we will look at volcanoes 

and where they can be found. The children will learn what happens with volcanoes, 

where they are, what happens when they erupt and how people are able to live near 

volcanoes.  We will then end the topic creating our very own volcano using our D and T 

skills and then of course BLOWING THEM UP!!! 

 

 

 

 



Literacy: 

 

 

 

 

We will start by recapping some of the key skills from Year 2 and building on these. We 

will then extend what they have previously learnt in Year 2. The children then will work 

on writing lots of different text types including: fact files, instructions for making 

their food, an explanation text about volcanoes and a newspaper report on living near a 

volcano.  

Maths: 

 

 

 

We have started the year again by recapping year 2 learning. We will then move onto 

Place Value and looking at the value of digits for three-digit numbers. The children will 

practise making 3-digit numbers in lots of different ways and really understanding the 

value of each digit. We then go into adding and subtracting and really focusing on what 

makes a number.  

Science: 

We will be starting off by learning about “Rocks and Soils”. We will be linking this to 

our topic of Volcanoes. We will also learn about fossils and how dinosaurs are made.  

RE: 

Our key question this half term is “Where do religious beliefs and practices come 

from? We will start by looking at what happens at Baptism and moving on to the 

importance of each part. We then move on to look at Moses and why he was an 

importance person for Jewish people.  

Reading List: 

If you would like to enjoy some age appropriate and great books for year 3, we 

recommend the following: 

• Matilda by Roald Dahl  



• James and the Giant Peach by Roald Dahl  

• Twits by Roald Dahl 

• The Sheep-pig by Dick King-Smith  

• The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by CS Lewis 

• The Abominables by Dick King-Smith 

We have had a fantastic start to the year and are looking forward to teaching all the 

amazing subjects based on our topic volcanoes.  

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mrs Fowlie-Burns and Mrs Ward 


