
Reception 

Induction 

Workshop



Reception Class Teachers:

Mrs Alston and Miss Fletcher

Reception Learning Support 

Assistant: Miss Waters



• Doors open at 8.45am.

• School finishes at 3.10pm.

• Snack time is around10am. 

• Lunchtime is from 12-1pm.

• The day is made up of a 

series of whole class carpet 

times, adult led 1:1 and 

small group work and child 

led learning activities which 

cover all 7 areas of the EYFS 

curriculum.

Daily Routine



EYFS Curriculum



There are 7 main areas of learning…

And 3 characteristics of effective learning…

Playing and 

Exploring

Active Learning Creating and 

Thinking Critically



3 Prime Areas

Children should mostly develop the 3 prime areas 

first. These are: 

• Communication and Language 

• Physical Development 

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development

These prime areas are those most essential for 

your child’s healthy development and future 

learning. 



4 Specific Areas

As children grow, the prime areas will help 

them to develop skills in 4 specific areas. 

These are: 

• Literacy

• Mathematics

• Understanding the World

• Expressive Arts and Design



What does learning look like in EYFS?

Children in the EYFS learn by playing and 

exploring, being active, and through creative 

and critical thinking which takes place both 

indoors and outside.

We do have some, more formal teaching 

input sessions, such as our daily phonics 

lessons, which take place together and are 

teacher led, but the children in EYFS do not 

spend all their time sitting at desks!



Learning Journals

At St James’ we use learning journals to help keep a 

record of your child’s development. These will 

include photographs and observations of learning 

which takes place both in school and at home

because we know that school is only one part of 

your child’s development and your knowledge about 

your child’s learning and development is crucial. So, 

do let your child’s class teacher know about what 

your child does with you and any accomplishments 

at home, such as writing their name, making their 

own bed, counting to 10, dressing themselves in a 

morning…



End of the Reception Year

At the end of the EYFS – in the summer 

term of the reception year in school –

teachers complete an assessment which is 

known as the Good Level of Development.

This assessment is carried out by the 

reception teachers and is based on what 

they, and other staff caring for your child, 

have observed over a period of time. 



How you can help your child 

to be ‘ready’ for school…

Children are more likely to be ‘school 

ready’ when the prime areas are fairly 

secure and the characteristics of effective 

learning are beginning to develop.



How you can help your 

child to be ‘ready’…

Personal, Social and Emotional Development:

• Your child should be able to manage being separated 

from their parents/carers without high levels of anxiety.

• They need to be able to manage a whole day without 

comforters, such as blankets/dummies etc.

• They need to be able to take care of their basic personal 

needs relatively independently. These include going to the 

toilet independently, putting coats and shoes on, and 

dressing and undressing themselves.

• They should no longer need daytime naps.

• Encourage them to interact with other children and be 

able to say what they like/dislike etc.

• Encourage curiosity about ANYTHING!



How you can help your 

child to be ‘ready’…

Physical Development:

• Encourage the development of gross motor skills by 

running, climbing, balancing, playing with balls etc.

• Encourage your child to ride a bike or scooter if you 

have one.

• Encourage the development of fine motor skills with 

activities such as mark making with chalk, paint, pens or 

pencils, threading beads, playing with playdough, using 

children’s scissors, building with LEGO or bricks, etc.



Communication and Language

This covers two specific areas:

• Speaking• Listening and attention 

and Understanding                      

How you can help your 

child to be ‘ready’…

Please talk to your child as much as possible and encourage 

them to respond to you clearly and in full sentences. Share 

stories every day and encourage them to ask questions about 

things. 



Things to remember…

• Your child’s attendance is very important.  

High levels of absence can have a significant 

impact on every aspect of their learning.

• Be positive when talking about school as it is 

easy to pass your worries onto your child.  If 

there is anything at all that you are concerned 

about please ask us.  We can solve most issues 

very easily when we know about them!



Things to remember…

• There is a lot of information in the admissions packs being 

sent out to you.  Please read through it carefully and let us 

know if you have any questions.

• The reception teachers will be calling your child’s preschool 

/ nursery over the coming weeks to find out more about 

them.  If you feel there is anything important we need to 

know before the summer, please call the office to request a 

phone call with one of the teachers.

• Don’t forget the date for your child’s stay and play 

sessions are the first letter you received from us.  If you can’t 

make it, please let us know as soon as possible.



Any Questions?

?


