
Dear Parents/carers, 

We are so happy with how our new Reception class has 

settled in and you should be very proud of your children 

for making such a positive start to their school careers!  

 

This term’s topic is ‘All About Me’ which will cover 

getting to know each other, finding out about different 

families, sharing our similarities and celebrating our 

differences. We will be using the books ‘Elmer’ ‘Giraffe’s Can’t Dance’ and ‘The 

Colour Monster’ to further explore what it means to be unique and to discuss 

our feelings. Please encourage your child to talk about their feelings at home, 

acknowledging and validating every feeling and talking about how we can 

manage our feelings.  

  

Later in the term, we will be looking at different things 

people celebrate. We will talk about the different festivals 

which happen in the Autumn including the Hindu festival of 

Diwali, Bonfire night, birthdays and Christmas. If there are 

any celebrations which are important to you, please talk to your child about 

them so they can share these with the class.  

 

Our curriculum in the early years is a play-based curriculum where we set up 

specific activities to engage the children to explore their environment and 

develop their skills in a fun way. Language plays a key role in this, and we will 

be working hard to build their vocabulary and 

develop their skills in conversation throughout their 

time with us. PE will be taught as a discrete subject 

once a week and our PE day will be Friday. Other 

Physical Development activities take place through 

our continuous provision.  

 

In addition to this, we will be teaching your children to read 

by introducing formal phonics teaching sessions, following the 

‘Letters and Sounds’ sequence of learning, in accordance with 

our school’s phonics scheme of work. These taught sessions 

will be short and sharp but they will be repetitive and happen three times daily 



to allow for optimum learning and retention of the sounds taught. We will be 

starting with our phase 2 sounds very soon, and progressing through rapidly so 

that by the end of this term the children should be able to read simple words 

containing these sounds and some may even be writing too! Please check the 

phonics sheets we will be sending home on Fridays for the sounds we have 

covered and practise them at home. If you have any questions about phonics, 

please do ask us; we are here to help you too! To support your child further at 

home you could access the free resources on the Phonics Play website (we use 

these games in class too!) – www.phonicsplay.co.uk 

 

In maths this term we will focus on basic number recognition, 

understanding of number (what it is to be ‘3’ – i.e. 3 = 3 lots of 

1, 3 = 1+2, etc) and counting. We will also be looking at 2D 

shapes and patterns. You can support your child by looking out 

for numbers and shapes in the everyday environment (on buses, door numbers, 

shapes on buildings, etc) and by counting with them. Your child will also receive 

a log in to our online maths program ‘Numbots’ and the class teachers will set 

appropriate maths activities to be accessed at home once they have had time to 

settle into the school routine. 

 

Finally, we will be keeping a record of your child’s progress through their 

learning journals and mark making books. We would really like you to engage in 

your child’s learning journey as fully as possible so please send in any special 

work or achievements they have managed at home (through photos or a written 

note, etc) and take the opportunity to fill in a ‘WOW’ moment for those times 

where your child has managed to do something wonderful – it may be putting 

on their shoes and socks all by themselves when you are getting ready for 

school, writing their name, riding their bike, performing in a dance show, using 

scissors correctly or being kind to another child. Anything which shows a step 

forward in their development and makes you go ‘WOW’ can be written on a 

card and sent in as this will be added as a record to your child’s learning journal 

and helps to build a more rounded picture of their achievements.  

 

We really look forward to working with you all – it’s going to be an exciting 

year! 

The Reception team: 

Mrs Alston, Miss Fletcher and Miss Waters. 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


Reading in Reception 

Next week, your child will be sent home with their reading 

record and a reading book. Please add a small comment to 

let us know you have shared this book with your child. The 

adults in school who read with your child will do the same. 

The initial reading books we will send home will be ‘wordless’ books. Until your 

child has covered enough of the phase 2 sounds it would be unfair to send home 

reading books with words for them to read. In most cases, children will begin to 

get books with words which follow the sounds we have covered in our phonics 

teaching at some point towards the end of this first half term.  

 

Wordless picture books are told entirely through their illustrations — they are 

books without words, or sometimes just a few words. Sharing wordless books 

with a child provides an opportunity for literacy-rich conversations. Each 

"reader" listens and speaks, and creates their own story in their own words. 

Sharing wordless books also reinforces the idea that, in many books, the story 

and the pictures are connected.  

Below are a few tips for sharing wordless picture books with a child: 

❖ Recognise that there are no “right" or "wrong" ways to read a wordless 

book. One of the wonderful benefits of using wordless books is how each 

child creates his own story (or stories!) from the same pictures. 

❖ Spend time looking at the cover and talking about the book's title. Based 

on those two things, make a few predictions about the story. 

❖ Take a "picture walk" through the pages of the book. Enjoy the 

illustrations, which are often rich with detail. Look carefully at the 

expressions on characters' faces, the setting and the use of colour. Talk to 

each other about what you see. These conversations will enrich the 

storytelling. 

❖ Enjoy the pictures and point out a few things, but don't worry too much 

about telling a story yet. Just enjoy the pictures and get a sense of what 

the book is about. 

❖ Go back through the book a second time and get ready for some great 

storytelling! Consider going first and acting as a model for your child. 

MAKE IT FUN! Put on different voices for the characters, add sound effects 

and use interesting words in your version of the book. 



❖ Encourage your child to "read" you the book with his story. Focus on the 

words your child uses when he tells the story. Help your child expand his 

sentences or thoughts by encouraging him to add information from the 

illustration's details. One way to encourage more details is by asking "W" 

questions: Who? Where? When? Why? 

❖ Finish your wordless book sharing by asking a few simple questions: What 

pictures helped you tell the story? What was your favourite part of your 

story? Have you had an experience like the one in your story? 

Sharing wordless books is a terrific way to build important literacy skills, 

including listening skills, vocabulary, comprehension — and an increased 

awareness of how stories are "built," as the storyteller often uses a beginning, 

middle, end format. For a book with few words, you'll be surprised at all the 

talking you will do, and all the fun you'll have! 

FAQs 

When will we change the books? 

Once your child has their book, they will be expected to bring to school each day 

in their book bag as adults in school will try to read on a 1:1 basis with your 

child as much as possible but these days may vary. All books will need to be 

returned on a Monday so they can be changed. Books will usually only be 

changed once a week as practising the same book multiple times helps develop 

fluency. 

What are the ‘Home Reading’ expectations? 

We would ask that you share a book with your child as much as possible but the 

official school requirements are 5 times a week. This should include sharing the 

wordless book or phonics scheme book that we send home. We also encourage 

you to read stories to your child and engage them in conversations about 

different books as often as possible to enrich their language and encourage a 

love of reading. Questions you may wish to ask when sharing books could 

include what do you think will happen next? Why do you think he/she did that? 

How do you think that made them feel? What was your favourite part of the 

story? Why?  

What does reading in school look like in Reception? 

In school we will have both 1:1 reading and group reading times with your 

child. They will have a chance to read and share stories every day through 

phonics, story time, continuous provision and teacher led activities. We will not 

write every activity in your child’s reading record, but we will make comments 

at least once a week if your child has their reading record in school with them. 

 


