
Reception Class Autumn Half Term Home Learning 

Phase 1 Phonics 

Although we have started on Phase 2, we have identified some gaps 

in learning which we are addressing in school. These are all about 

tuning into and identifying sounds which they hear, rather than 

emphasising any written words. We are working on syllable 

recognition, identifying rhyming words, initial sounds and oral 

blending and segmenting. Below are some activities for you to do 

with your children over the half term break which will support their 

phonics skills and help them develop the key skills they need to 

become fluent readers as they gain more sound knowledge. 

Syllables:  

Find everyday objects which contain one, two or three syllables. Say 

the word for each object and model identifying the different chunks 

of sound in each word by clapping them. Encourage your child to 

clap the syllables for each object and count how many syllables they 

have. Repeat with lots of objects, names, images, etc. You could 

extend this by challenging your child to find an object with 1, 2 or 3 

syllables. 

Examples 

1 syllable 2 syllables 3 syllables 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

book 

pen 

apple 

bottle 

banana 

telephone 



Rhyming songs: 

Sing traditional nursery rhymes at home. Make 

sure your child joins in and articulates each 

word clearly. Identify the words which rhyme 

in each nursery rhyme. If you need to build up 

your own repertoire of nursery rhymes, there 

are loads which can be found on YouTube. Our 

personal favourites are ‘Mr Tumble’s Nursery 

Rhymes’ which you can search for on YouTube 

or follow the link on the reception class page of 

our school website. 

 

Rhyming words: 

Share a list of words with your child. Can they find the one that 

doesn’t rhyme with the others? Make sure they remember to listen 

carefully to the sound at the end of each word. Repeat with other 

sets of words or objects. 

Example 

tree bee pin three 

 
   

 

Initial sounds: 

Get your child to go on a letter sound hunt. 

Look around at home for things which start 

with the same sound. You could challenge 

your child with different sounds (find 3 things 

beginning with ‘s’ for example) or let them 

see what they can find and encourage them 

to identify the initial sound on each object. 



Oral blending and segmenting: 

Play a listening game about a visit to a farm. ‘I went to the farm and 

I saw…’ – instead of saying the name of the animal, split the word up 

into its sounds. Ask your child to identify what you saw. For 

example, ‘I went to the farm and I saw a d-o-g.’ Child orally blends 

to recognise the word dog. If your child gets good at blending, ask 

them to have a go at segmenting by saying what they saw in sound-

talk for you to guess. 

 

Please also remember to continue to practise reading the phase 2 

sounds we have covered so far and, if your child is ready, encourage 

them to read and begin to write words containing these sounds.  

s a t p i n m d g o c k 

 

Finally, all the phonics home learning we have already sent out can 

be found on the St James’ school website on our reception class page. 

This page also contains further information about all the subjects we 

cover in our curriculum and has useful links and websites which we 

encourage you to check out at home. 

Thank you for your continued support.  

 

The Reception Team 

Mrs Alston, Miss Fletcher, and Miss Waters 



Notes for Parents 

We realise that phonics may not be something you are familiar 

with, and we really want to support you too. Please do ask if there 

is ever anything you are unsure about. We are always more than 

happy to help, explain and advise on how you can best support 

your child at home. No question is too big or too small! 

 

Glossary of terms: 

• Phonemes – phonemes are the smallest unit of speech sounds 

which make up a word. 

• Graphemes – the written representation of sounds (the ‘letter’). 

• Syllables – ‘chunks’ or beats of sound. The word ‘book’ has just 

one syllable, whereas the word ‘dinosaur’ has 3: ‘din-o-saur’ 

(https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4pxxyc/articles/zk4wjhv)  

• Rhyme – words which rhyme have the same ENDING sound(s): 

hat, mat, flat. The ending does not have to be spelled the same, 

but it must sound the same: bear, chair, fare. 

• Initial sounds – the first sound in a word. 

• Oral blending – merging the sounds you hear said (not written) 

to form a word. 

• Oral segmenting – splitting a spoken sord up into its individual 

sounds by saying (not writing) each sound. 

 

 

The Phonics Play website is a good place to explore for more 

information about phonics and some interactive games for your 

children to try. 

www.phonicsplay.co.uk  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4pxxyc/articles/zk4wjhv
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

