
St James C o f E Primary School Reception Long Term Plan 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Main Topic Theme All About Me Autumn Celebrations Winter 
People Who 

Help Us 
Spring Minibeasts 

Once Upon 
a Time 

Summer 

Key Concepts Friendship 
Respect 
Courage 
Change 

Community 
Responsibility 

Respect 
Change 

Perseverance 
Confidence 

Texts When God Made You’ Matthew Turner 
‘Here We Are: Notes for Living on Planet Earth’ by 
Oliver Jeffers 
Autumn poem: ‘Out and About’ by Shirley Hughes 
‘Elmer’ David McKee  
‘Giraffe’s Can’t Dance’ Giles Andreae 
‘The Colour Monster’ Anna Llenas 
‘Coming to England’ by Floella Benjamin 
‘Mae Among the Stars’ by Roda Ahmed 
‘Where the Poppies Now Grow’ by Hilary Robinson 
and Martin Impey 
‘Kipper’s Birthday’ by Mick Inkpen 
A selection of non-fiction books about different 
celebrations and various versions the Christmas 
story 

‘Stick Man’ by Julia Donaldson 
‘Poles Apart’ by Jeanne Willis and Jarvis 
‘Elmer in the Snow’ by David McKee 
‘The Jolly Postman’ by Allan Ahlberg 
‘My Mummy is a Scientist’ by Kerrine Bryan and 
Jason Bryan 
‘Look Up!’ by Nathan Bryon 
‘Mae Among the Stars’ by Roda Ahmed 
(revisited) 
‘The Colour Monster Goes to School’ by Anna 
Llenas 
‘Charlie the Fire-fighter’ (Twinkl) 
‘The Detective Dog’ by Julia Donaldson 
‘Little Red Hen’ (TRADITIONAL TALE) 
“Real Superheroes” by Julia Seal 
A selection of non-fiction books about different 
jobs 

‘Mad About Minibeasts’ by 
Giles Andreae and David 
Wojtowycz 
‘The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar’ by Eric Carle 
‘What the Ladybird Heard’ 
by Julia Donaldson 
‘The Snail and the Whale’ 
Julia Donaldson 
‘Little Leaders: Bold 
Women in Black History’ by 
Vashti Harrison 
A selection of non-fiction 
books about minibeasts 

A wide selection of fairy 
tales / traditional tales, 
including traditional 
stories from different 
cultures 
‘The Three Little Pigs’  
‘The Three Little Wolves 
and the Big Bad Pig’ by 
Eugene Trivizas and Helen 
Oxenbury (alternative) 
‘The Frog Prince’  
‘Summer (Thinking About 
the Seasons)’ by Clare 
Collinson – non-fiction 
‘The Invisible String’ by 
Patrice Karst 

Hook / enhancements  Display in the classroom 
ready for new starters 
with their photos from 
home. 

Class bear’s birthday 
party. 
The Nativity – 
performance. 

Role play: igloo / ice 
adventure with the dark 
den (Northern Lights). 
Visits from different 
people who help us. 

Trip to a working 
farm. 

Minibeast ‘Bug Ball’ to 
finish the topic. 
 

Role play: fairy tales. 
Summer celebration 
(weather permitting). 

 

 

 

 

 



 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Li

te
ra

cy
 

Phonics Baseline and Phase 1 
revision. 
Phase 2 sets 1, 2 and 3. 

Phase 2 sets 4 and 5. 
Revise and 
consolidate. 

Phase 3 sets 6 and 7, 
consonant digraphs and 
start vowel digraphs if 
ready. 
Learn alphabet – 
recognise upper and 
lower case. 

Phase 3 vowel 
digraphs ai, ee, igh 
oa, oo ar, or, ur, ow, 
oi, ear, air, ure, er. 
Learn alphabet – 
recognise and write 
upper and lower 
case. 

Consolidate Phase 3 if 
needed. 
Phase 4 CVCC and CCVC 
words. 

Phase 4 2 syllable words 
with adjacent consonants 
and revision. 
 
 

Tricky word 
reading 

and, I and, the, to, into, no, 
do 

he, she, we, me, be was, my, you, they, 
her, all, are 

said, so, have, like, some, 
come, were, there, little, 
one, do, when, out, what 

Consolidate all taught this 
year 

Tricky word 
spelling 

 I (as a capital letter) the, to, into no, go (also ‘and’) he, she, we, me, be, was, 
you, they, all, are, my, her 

Consolidate and refine all 
taught this year 

Writing focus 
Always following 
the phonics being 
taught 

Pencil grip & control: pre-writing skills 
Letter formation (linked to phonics) 
Writing own names 
Writing simple VC / CVC words 
Writing simple captions (autumn 2) 

Letter formation (linked to phonics / Nelson 
Handwriting scheme) 
Writing simple captions and beginning to write 
sentences 

Letter formation (linked to phonics / Nelson Handwriting 
scheme) 
Writing a set of simple sentences 

FMS (see PE / PD) to be developed through continuous provision and interventions. Handwriting will be addressed at first through handwriting sessions and pencil 
control tasks in small groups during FMS, moving on to whole class input from the Spring term. 

Reading Book 
Level (aim) 

Lilac moving to pink Pink books Pink moving to Red Red Books Red moving to Yellow Yellow books 

Comprehension Ongoing skills to be developed: Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently 
introduced vocabulary. Anticipate key events in stories. Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes 
and poems and during role-play. 
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Number 
Follow NCETM 
‘Numberblocks’ 
Planning as a basis 
for lessons 

Recognising and ordering numbers 1-5, counting 
numbers from a larger set, partitioning 1-5 and 
making the numbers 1-5 in different ways, using 
part-part-whole model. 
 

Recognising and ordering numbers up to 10, 
counting numbers from a larger set, partitioning 
1-10 and making the numbers 1-10 in different 
ways, using part-part-whole model. 
INTRODUCE: one more / less, simple addition 
and subtraction.  

Consolidate number taught. INTRODUCE: Solving problems 
including doubling, halving and sharing. 
Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or 
other aides) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) 
and some number bonds to 
10, including double facts. 

Numerical 
Patterns 

Count confidently up to 10, recognising the pattern 
of the counting system. 
Compare sets of objects up to 10 in different 
contexts, considering size and difference. 
 

Count confidently beyond 10, recognising the pattern 
of the counting system. 
Compare sets of objects up to and beyond 10 in 
different contexts, considering size and difference. 

Count confidently beyond 20, recognising the pattern of 
the counting system. 
 

Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and 
odds, double facts and how quantities can be distributed equally. 

SSM (now not 

included in ELG 
but still part of 
curriculum) 

2D shapes 
Patterns 
Positional language 

Weight and capacity 
Shape recognition 
Positional language 

Size ordering – length 
and height 
Talk about distance 

3D shapes 
Money 

Time 
Problem solving including all SSM 
Consolidation of all SSM 



 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Main Topic Theme All About Me Autumn Celebrations Winter 
People Who Help 
Us 

Spring Minibeasts 
Once Upon 
a Time 

Summer 

RE 

General 
threads in the 
curriculum 

Friendships – how Jesus 
taught us to be friends. 

Celebrations: 
considering what we 
celebrate and what 
others celebrate. 

 Easter Revise creation through 
mini beasts. 

 

RE curriculum Creation Incarnation Salvation Other faiths 
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Living 
Processes 

Human growth and 
changes (baby-adult). 

   Observing changes: life 
cycle of a butterfly. 

 

Observing seasonal changes throughout the year 

Materials   Floating and sinking – link to PWHU scientists 
and engineers. 

 Investigating suitable 
materials to build houses – 
properties of materials. 

Plants    Observing spring 
flowers. 

 Growing a beanstalk. 

Observing seasonal changes throughout the year 

Working 
scientifically 

  Science focus on investigations and 
experiments. 
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Chronology Understanding how things 
change over time in our own 
lives. 

Talking about things 
they have celebrated in 
their own lives using 
past tense. 

 Sequencing of events 
(based on recount of 
farm trip). 

Linked to life cycles. Sequencing of events (based 
on growing beans). 

Historical events 
/ understanding 
the past 

Talking about events from 
their past. 

BHM: learning about 
important people and 
events from the past. 
Bonfire night – share 
story of Guy Fawkes as a 
true historical event. 
Remembrance Day. 

  ‘Little Leaders: Bold Women in 
Black History’ by Vashti 
Harrison – learn about 
important people and events 
from the past. 

 

G
eo

gr
ap

h
y 

/ 
U

W
 

People Understanding differences between us: family, heritage, 
languages spoken, counties of origin and beliefs. 

    

Places Develop an understanding of our immediate 
environment: Harlow. Understanding we are in England 
and talking about other countries of significance. 

Observing winter and 
discussing places in the 
world which are cold and 
the animals that live there. 

Contrasting locations: 
Harlow town and the 
farm (countryside). 
Discuss differences. 

 Contracting locations: Harlow 
town and the seaside. 

Weather  
Observing seasonal changes throughout the year 

 



 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Main Topic Theme All About Me Autumn Celebrations Winter 
People Who 

Help Us 
Spring Minibeasts  

Once Upon 
a Time 

Summer 
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 General PSHE New beginnings 

Learning rules and routines 
Friendships 
 

Community and people who help us – 
understanding how to serve our community 
and be a good citizen. 

Respecting and looking after the environment and 
living things. 
Growing up and moving on – preparing for change in 
Y1. 

Specific PSHE 
lessons 

Road safety (road safety visit TBC)  “PANTS” – CP / sex education 
Stranger danger and staying safe on line and in the 
holidays. 
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Purple Mash: 
Mini-Mash 

Use 2Simple to create 
self-portraits. 

Use 2Simple to 
create firework 
pictures. 

Access and explore Simple City to find out 
more about different jobs. 
Access 2Explore (music) to explore different 
sounds and create patterns. 

Use 2Simple to create 
minibeast pictures. 

Use 2Create a Story to 
type captions / 
sentences / short 
stories. 

Coding Human coding & Bee-bots  Human coding & Bee-bots 

Technology to 
support 
learning 

Utilise the classroom computers and iPad throughout the year to access websites and Apps to support the teaching of phonics and maths. 

P
E 

/ 
P

D
 

Specific PE 
lessons 

Getting changed for PE 
– developing 
independence, gross 
and fine motor skills. 

Dance – Developing a 
sense of rhythm and 
responding to music. 

Gymnastics – 
travelling in 
different ways. 
Using the 
benches, mats 
and tables safely. 

Ball Skills Human 
coding 

Athletics 

Continuous 
provision 

Development of fine motor skills including finger strong activities, playdough, cutting skills, small construction, and pencil control. Additional FMS 
carousel to be used in the first few terms to help master these key skills in small group activities. 
Development of gross motor skills including climbing, riding bikes and scooters, large scale building equipment, etc. 
Daily Go Noodle activities to promote rhythm, musicality, movement, and activity. 
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Main provision: 
Charanga SOW 
 
Additional 
focus 

Nursery Rhymes. 
 
Body percussion and 
use of voice. 

Learning new songs for 
performance (Christmas). 
 
Develop a sense of rhythm 
and responding to music. 

Access 2Explore (music) to explore 
different sounds and create 
patterns. 

Explore pulse and learn 
new songs: Charanga 
Music – Our World. 

 

Continuous 
Provision 

Exploring simple percussion and other instruments. 



 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Main Topic Theme All About Me Autumn Celebrations Winter People Who Help Us Spring Minibeasts 
Once Upon a 
Time 

Summer 
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Specific 
activities 

Self-portraits Exploring colour 
Firework pictures 
Artist study: Frank Bowling 
(BHM) 

PWHU collage people 
 
Artist Study: Kandinsky – spring trees 

Artist study: 
Matisse ‘The 
Snail’ 

Artist study: Mondrian 
(linked to Maths – shapes) 

Representing the seasons – seasonal art related activities to be planned as appropriate. 

Continuous 
provision Ongoing access to colouring, drawing, collage materials, paints, chalks, and other creative equipment throughout the year (inside and outside). 

D
T 

/ 
EA

D
 

Specific 
activities 

Junk modelling: make 
your home 

Food technology: 
Christmas biscuits / 
Christmas ‘puddings’ 
 
Textiles: cross-stitch / 
threading Christmas crafts 

PWHU split-pin 
puppets 
 
Food technology: 
pancakes 

Lego – build a 
rainbow 
 
Food technology: 
making bread (TBC) 

Design and 
make a 
minibeast 
 
Ladybird biscuits 

Loose-parts play: build a 
castle 
 
Design and make a crown 
 
Make the 3 little pig’s houses  

Continuous 
provision 

Free access to junk modelling, glue, tape and other creative equipment and resources throughout the year. 
Play dough / kinetic sand inside and wet / dry sand outside. 
Range of small construction toys including Lego, gears, Mobilo, bricks and blocks, etc. 
Range of large construction (outdoors) for free access including medium and large polydron, wooden planks and block and play bricks. 

 

CL – threaded through all aspects of the EYFS curriculum. Role play and imaginative play constantly encouraged. 


